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AMOS 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 God called Amos in the midst of his lowly ca-
reer as shepherd and vine-dresser in Judea. He 
was called to prophesy not only to the kings and 
the people around him, but to a kingdom split 
from Amos’ land, the kingdom of the ten tribes 
politically divided from Judah. Hereafter, “Israel” 
names both the northern kingdom, and the whole 
of the Chosen People. 
 
 Amos and the coming prophets vehemently 
feel their call; God has put burdens on their souls. 
God rages in their words: their images do not only 
shine—they burn; they are like sharp swords, pol-
ished arrows (Isaiah 49:2). You will find that their 
communication is often rhythmical, artistic, and 
imaginative; their style is poetic—it easily runs 
along, forcing the words vividly. 
 
I. JUDGMENT OF NEIGHBORING COUN-
TRIES 
 
 In Amos and in other prophets we will often 
hear the opening words: “Thus says the Lord.” In 
some cases prophets were priests, but most were 
from all classes of people.  The writing prophets 
spoke strongly of messages given to them from 
God; they were not communicating their own 

thoughts or ideas. Sometimes their knowledge 
came from understandings that suddenly came to 
them of a coming reality, or of abuses present; in 
some cases as in Amos, there were visions. Some 
heard the Lord’s words.  Their words and writings 
are regarded with respect akin to that of Moses, or 
David, another shepherd boy led by God whose 
writings and records are included in the Psalms, in 
Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. Through these 
prophets, God has shown again His care, His at-
tention, His love for sinful man. He was even 
planning to become one—one of His often un-
faithful people. 
 
 At this time, around 750 B.C.E., both king-
doms were experiencing peace after an expansion 
of territory due to Jeroboam II’s (Israel) and King 
Azariah’s (Judah) military ventures and alliances. 
Their combined territories became almost as large 
as Solomon’s. 
 
II. THE CALL OF AMOS (Amos 1:1-2) 
 
 When God called Amos to go up to Israel and 
prophesy God’s displeasure and coming actions, it 
was quite a change for Amos, yet really fitting.  
What simple herdsman could go to Samaria, the 
affluent and luxurious capital city of Israel, and 
not be shocked at its large impoverished classes 
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amid the wealth and injustice of the king and his 
courtiers, of the merchants and their foreign cus-
tomers? And there, cry against all this … 
 
 In his first prophetic words, Amos explains his 
call: “The LORD will roar from Zion and from 
Jerusalem raise his voice” (Amos 1:2). To Elijah, 
God spoke in the still small breeze (1 Kings 
19:11-13), but to Amos He roared, and Amos un-
derstood that he, a simple shepherd prophet had to 
carry that roar to a king and his faithless profit-
minded court, to the well-off middle and upper-
classes. Would that they were as interested in 
prophets as profits! 
 
III. JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS (Amos 
1:3-2:3) 
 
 A. Prophets Israel Judged. How did such 
prosperity develop in Israel? Their merchant and 
ruling classes brought economic prosperity in 
goods and services through trade with the Phoeni-
cians and other coastal nations. At the same time 
Baalism was deeply rooted in these lands. Ex-
posed as they were to other nations’ cultures and 
religions, Baalism took root also in Israel, even 
Judea, for Baal was a god of fertility in crops and 
in people. 
 
 Divisions in society were not known nor 
meant to be in Moses’ tribes, nor in David’s king-
ship over a united Israel. Indeed, God’s reluctant 
agreement to a king for His people is beginning to 
show us what He foresaw. Not only is there 
wealth in Israel for the few, but the worship of 
false gods by these neighbors, was a temptation to 
the chosen People, an agricultural society. 
 
 Amos speaks in God’s words: “For three 
crimes of … and for four” (Amos 1:3). This is a 
saying much like we have, “Bring me three or 
four,” an indefinite number. Of His divine re-
sponse God says to each nation: “I will not revoke 
my word” (Amos 1:3). 
 

 The next verses mention excessive cruelty, or 
putting captives into slavery, breaking treaties and 
relationships, and the awful one of “ripping open 
expectant mothers” (Amos 1:13b). (Does God 
think our abortions as cruel as this—at least to the 
child?) 
 
 Each crime will bring a stated result, fire upon 
their walls, exile of kings, devouring of castles by 
fire; captivity of kings and princes. One says, “the 
last of the Philistines shall perish” (Amos 1:8). 
There is scarcely a mention of these early in-
vaders again. 
 
 B. Judah and Israel (Amos 2:4-5, 6-16; 
Numbers 21:21-24) 
 
 1. Judah’s wrongdoing is disregard of “the law 
of the LORD” and “following lies,”—false gods. 
Notice the higher standard given to the Jews; their 
crime is disobedience to their God by His Chosen 
People. 
 
 2. Israel (the ten tribes) has serious social 
evils; “they regard the poor man as worth only the 
price of a pair of sandals”, they “trample the 
heads of the weak into the dust of the earth,” force 
the lowly out of their way; the sons learn from 
their fathers to visit the prostitutes, the rich wear 
the garments given as pledge of repayment. God, 
through Amos, lists these evils, then relates the 
blessings given to his people (Amos 2:9-11) and 
the coming disaster their sins will bring (Amos 
2:13-16) with his permission. When the Scripture 
says that God willed so and so as punishment, the 
meaning is that as ruler over nature and man, God 
can permit, allow, or prevent natural disasters or 
evils done by man. There is divine retribution for 
sinful man, but God allows it with the hope of 
conversion and repentance. 
 
IV. WORDS AND WOES FOR ISRAEL 
(Amos 3-6) 
 
 A. First Word. Amos prefaces his prophe-
cies with a command: “Hear this word, men of 
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Israel, that the Lord pronounces over you,” and 
adds, “over the whole family that I brought from 
Egypt.” Then Amos justifies his prophetic call in 
a series of questions showing effects which follow 
a cause. When God speaks, a prophet disregards 
his fear or prudence and delivers the message, 
“The LORD GOD speaks—who will not prophe-
sy!” (Amos 3:8). “The Lord does nothing without 
revealing his plan to his prophets” (verse 7). As 
our opening to the prophets books, this is a strong 
affirmation of their importance in Israel. 
 
 God’s threats follow, and their target—the 
great capital city on the mountain of Samaria, 
with its disorders within, and oppression of the 
poor. Extortion and robbery bring treasures and 
money stored and displayed in their castles. All 
will be pillaged by an enemy attack; the altar at 
Bethel will be destroyed. Their summer houses 
and winter houses, the ivory apartments of many 
rooms. will all be pillaged and destroyed (Amos 
3:9-15). All of this is fulfilled only twenty-one 
years later! 
 
 It is strange that a similar thing has happened 
in this century. It was a prophecy that came from 
young children in the mountains of Portugal, say-
ing that a beautiful woman from the sky told them 
to tell all to fast and pray, for the war at that time 
would soon end (it was May of 1917) but that an-
other and worse war would come if people did not 
amend their lives. The news of this prophecy did 
not spread very well, for people living today re-
member that in 1939, the Second World War be-
gan, and they had not yet heard of the children’s 
message—not until 1941, in some cases, when the 
United States herself became involved in World 
War II. It was difficult to assess such a thing as 
the children of Fatima reported; in this case it 
would not have hurt if people did take it seriously; 
it did hurt that they did not, for the Church spoke 
in 1930 on Fatima with a “no reason not to be-
lieve.” Investigation had been done and the nega-
tive approval given, as the church must always do 
to private revelations. 
 

 B. Second Word (Amos 4:1-3). Amos, the 
simple shepherd, next speaks God’s words to the 
women of Samaria who oppress the weak and 
abuse the needy, who are alcoholics calling for 
their drink; they are “cows of Bashan”! Bashan 
was known for its sleek, well-fed cows. What an 
insult. What a loathing Amos expresses here. Do 
any of us fit Amos’ words to the women of Sa-
maria? 
 
 Then, “O men of Israel, you go dutifully to 
Bethel and Gilgal with your liturgical sacrifices 
and tithes, yet you returned not to me!” (Amos 
4:4-6). Do we fulfill exterior religion, church at-
tendance, yet our hearts are not in agreement with 
God himself? Do we live our lives with Him? 
 
 God had tried to warn these Israelites, to cor-
rect them, to return them to their senses by crop 
losses, dry seasons and floods or violent storms, 
and finally, through this Judean shepherd; “yet 
you returned not to me!” God is a person. This is 
a lament of a person called God. “So I will deal 
with you in my own way,” God declares and 
Amos expresses in poetic excellence. “Prepare to 
meet your God!” (Amos 4:12). This chapter is 
closed by striking poetry that describes who God 
is, what his beauties and creations reveal of him: 
 

He who formed the mountains, 
and created the wind, 
and declares to man his thoughts; 
Who made the dawn and the darkness, 
and strides upon the heights of the earth: 
the Lord, the God of hosts (“armies”) by name 
(Amos 4:13). 

 
 
 C. Third Word (Amos 5:1-27). Again, an 
oft-quoted poetic four-line “lament” opens this 
chapter on the house of Israel: 
 
 She is fallen, to rise no more, 
  the virgin Israel; 
 She lies abandoned upon her land, 
  with no one to raise her up. (Amos 5:2) 
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Could God not be grieving over our nation, con-
sumed by consumerism? Does He grieve over any 
one of us, so consumed? 
 
 D. The First Woe (Amos 5:7-13; Zepha-
niah 1:13). WOE to unjust judges “who turn 
judgment into wormwood…” They “detest the 
one who teaches justice and tells the truth; they 
extort taxes on the poor man’s wheat;” for these 
injustices. you judges, you shall not enjoy “your 
houses of dressed stone or your pleasant vine-
yard” (Amos 5:11). “Seek good and not evil so 
that you may survive” (verse 14). God is in con-
trol of what happens to each one of us, through his 
blessing and acceptance of our work, or if other-
wise, he can thwart it, but always to bring us to 
question our plans, or our actions. 
 
 E, The Second Woe (Amos 5:18-27; 
Psalm 97:10). WOE…, to those who yearn for 
the “Day of the LORD.” (God’s special interven-
tion in human affairs.) For these evil-doers, that 
day means “as if you were to flee from a lion, and 
should meet a bear” (Amos 5:19). That day will 
be “darkness, not light!” (verse 20). 
 
  “I hate, I spurn your feasts... Away with your 
noisy songs!” (Amos 5:21ff). Amos’ God, (and 
ours) is a person; he reacts, not as a piece of wood 
or stone as the Baals. If you would offer me holo-
causts, then “let justice surge like water!” 
 
 F. The Third Woe (Amos 6:1-14).  “WOE 
to the complacent in Zion; you put off the day of 
evil, yet you hasten the reign of violence! Lying 
upon beds of ivory stretching comfortably on your 
couches…, you drink wine from bowls and anoint 
yourselves with the best oils...” We get the de-
scription of the idle rich in their unjust wealth, 
while the poor are ill-clothed and ill-fed. Again 
Amos writes of God’s hatred for such pride and 
vanity. 
 
 Americans rise quickly and generously to the 
aid of the innocent and the devastated. Yet we al-
low the homeless to have no place to call home, 

the migrant workers to be paid unfair wages, the 
poor to live in slums. Has God changed His opin-
ion of this evil? As a citizen with representative 
and elected government, do you try to change 
what needs be changed? 
 
 God’s “hatred” expressed here is not our kind 
of hatred; it is His all-holy, perfect Being coming 
up against evil in us, his images. The prophets re-
sponded to his call to be his “agents” to the two 
countries of his “people” and even to the pagan 
nations as we see in the message of Amos, and 
even more, in Obadiah’s prophecy. 
 
V. SYMBOLIC VISIONS (Amos 7-9) 
 A. Threats. It is interesting that in the first 
two visions of Amos, hordes of locust that were 
arriving just as the grass crop was ready, and a 
great fire that broke out over the land, probably a 
drought, were both stopped at Amos’ pleading: 
“Forgive. O Lord God! Jacob is so small!” Can 
you feel the pain of the prophet as he sees the ter-
rible threat upon the people? 
 
 The third threat did not find Amos pleading, 
for it was in a sense, good that the high places of 
Isaac be laid waste, and the two sanctuaries of Is-
rael made desolate, and finally, that the sword be 
taken against the house of Jeroboam, the king. 
 
 At this juncture Amos tells of an attack upon 
him by the “priest of Bethel, Amaziah,” who re-
ports Amos’ prophesying to King Jeroboam, es-
pecially Amos’ attack on the king’s house. The 
priest scorns Amos: “Visionary! Never again 
prophesy in Bethel, earn your bread at home with 
your prophecies”—advice probably meaning to 
become a guild prophet in Judah. Amos quietly 
answers that his call came as he was at his work 
of shepherding; then he says to the priest, “Now 
hear the word of the LORD!” and proceeds to 
give a prophecy to the priest and his family. There 
is no answer recorded by the priest. The courage 
and wisdom that came with the call of a prophet 
are with Amos. 
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 The next vision, of a basket of ripe fruit, at-
tacks the swollen greed of the rich and powerful, 
in love with money and comforts gained by using 
false measures, even buying a poor person! “Even 
the land” says God, “trembles because of this.” 
The threat of a famine does not affect the guilty 
ones; the next several verses (Amos 8:9-14) de-
scribe what actually happened in the invasion of 
the Assyrians, judged by historians to be the most 
hated and cruel oppressors of all the powerful na-
tions that enslaved others. 
 
 The last vision is the destruction of an altar, 
probably the altar in the schismatic temple at 
Bethel; Amos hears terrifying promises, threats 
against the people. God even says, “Are you not 
like the Ethiopians to me, O men of Israel?” Israel 
does not merit anything differently from the pagan 
nations around! 
 
 B. Epilogue, Promises (Amos 9:9-15). 
There are eight more verses with a special begin-
ning: “BUT, I will not destroy the house of Jacob 

completely; I will just sift it; only the sinners will 
die, saying, ‘Evil will not reach us!’” As we read 
of the Assyrian cruelties to their captive Israelites, 
these very sinners, we learn that the “wages of sin 
is death” (Romans. 6:23). In 721 B.C. Samaria 
fell to the Assyrian King Sargon II. He deported 
27,290 Israelites to Persia and repopulated Israel 
with colonists from several Eastern nations. “Fall-
en is the virgin Israel” (Amos 5:2a). 
 
 That day, promises God, “I will raise up the 
fallen hut of David,” gently echoing the lament in 
Amos 5:2b—”fallen Israel with no one to raise 
her up.” In a few verses God describes the re-
building, replanting and again the plenty “for my 
people Israel.” 
 
 The Old Testament God that we are learning 
about this year is definitely not stern and dicta-
torial. He pleads, promises, pities, and finally re-
stores what our doings brought to ruins. 
 

 
* * * * * * * 
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QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 6 
Hosea 

 
Day 1  Read the Notes on the Prophet Amos.  
 a. Share a quote that especially touched or enlightened you. 
 
 
 
 
 b. How does Amos’ prophecy speak to our society? 
 
 
 
 
Day 2  Read Hosea 1-3.  
 a. What do the names Lo-Ruhama and Lo Ammi mean? To whom do they refer? 
 
 
 
 
 b. What impression does Hosea 2 give you of our God? Quote lines in this chapter that reveal 

God to you. 
 
 
 
 
Day 3  Read Hosea 4-6.  
 a. How is 4:1-2 “modern” today?  
 
 
 
 
 b. What groups are singled out in their guilt before God? 
 
 
 
 
 c. Explain “spirit of harlotry” in Hosea 4:12. and Hosea 5:4. 
 
 
 
 
 d. What New Testament truth does Hosea 6:1-2 suggest? (1 Corinthians, 15:4) 
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Day 4  Read Hosea 7-9.  
 a. What offenses does God condemn in these chapters? 
 
 
 
 
 b. Hosea foretells the end for these tribes and their kings. How do the hearers respond?  
 
 
 
 
 c. Who is a “Hosea” to us? Examine your own reactions in the past or now. What has been 

God’s reaction to your reactions? 
 
 
 
 
Day 5  Read Hosea 10-12.  
 a. What prophecies are contained in chapter 10? 
 
 
 
 
 b. Chapter 11 is one of the summits of old Testament theology. What lines speak most to you? 
 
 
 
 
 c. If you have learned to follow Hosea 12:7, can you share what it has meant in your life? 
 
 
 
 
Day 6  Read Hosea 13-14.  
 a. Apply Hosea 13:lc to a Christian of today. What can, “and died,” mean? 
 
 
 
 
 b. What side of God’s “character” shines out in Hosea 14:2-10? It is a wonderful Scripture to 

re-read after a loss of God’s grace, to see how happy it makes God for you to return. 


